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Windows 7: Ti ps & Tricks

Introduction & Acknowledgement

This book is for people who love Windows 7 and want to go a
step further for the Experience provided by this wonderful
Operating System. | have included a list of Tips and tricks which |
have known during the last one year of trying Windows Seven
(Since its PreBeta Build). | have tried my level best to make the
language of this book as simple so that a novice can also
understand.

| have personally tried and tested most of the tweaks discussed in
this guide. However, | request fellow readers to be cautious while
trying it out with your system. Always take a backup copy of all
important data/registry before attempting to change the system
and registry settings.

Last but not the least- Learn, Share & Grow. Add yourknowledge
to what | have and share it unconditionally with the people who
are looking for it.

Also, | would like to thank Ramesh Kumar, MVP& Moderator at
www.MeraWindows.com for providing me invaluable suggestions
for the book .

The contents of this book are copyrighted . | have tried my best to
make this book error free but still if you find any error please mail
me and | will correct them. The contents of this book can be
found over my website www.WindowsVJ.comas well.

Vasu Jain
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Access Jump Lists with the Left Mouse Button

Jump Lists are a new feature in Windows 7 that shows recently used files for
a particular application or related tasks to an application. Jumplists can be
accessed by right clicking an application icon in Windows 7 taskbar.

Although it can be accessed by left clicking an application icon and while
holding the mouse click dragging the icon upwards. i.e. Right click and drag
the application icon upwards to access jumplists in Windows 7 using Left
Mouse button.

Fom p— N

Frequent

=/ MP3 Bolly Q3-Q4 2009

|| Playlist Evanescence - The Open ...
|k VJ_280ct2009

{H) Tum Mile

Frequent

[»] MP3 Bolly Q3-Q4 2009

{»] Playlist Evanescence - The Open ...
&l V)_280ct2009

{H) Tum Mile

(=) Twilight [Soundtrack] - Soundtra...
(>) WESTLIFE - Westlife
Tasks

=) Twilight [Soundtrack] - Soundtra...
(=) WESTLIFE - Westlife
Tasks

= LA
@ Resume previous list $- Besene prevts ket

(& Play all music [ Play all music

| Windows Media Player
o Unpin this program from taskbar
[ Close window

@ Windows Media Player
@ Unpin this program from taskbar
Close window

The more you drag icon upwards the lesser transparency of Jumplist
becomes. In above screenshot, case 1 shows when Jumplist invoked
through right click and application icon is not dragged much upwards while
case 2 shows solid Jumplist when appli@ation icon is dragged upwards
completely.
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Application based Volume Mixer

r[ﬁ Volume Mixer - Speakers / Headphones IDT High Definition Audio COD'EC).

Device Applications

~ 3 — s

? < i

| e Fy { talk =
Speakers /... v System Sounds  Yahoo! Messenger Ghosts Of Windows Media Google Talk Windows Live QuickTime Player
Girlfriends Past.2... Player Photo Gallery

= = = = = = = =

. I :
LD © LD L) L) © LD )

Volume Mixer in Windows 7, not just show device volume but also lists all
applications that are currently running and producing the audio. You can
control the audio of any of the application from there on. So when you are
having more than one application that is producing sound you can control
from here and stop it as well.

@ the time when i snipped the screen, there were few applications running
on my system, Yahoo Messenger, Google Talk, few media players Windows
Media Player, VLC Media player, QuickTime and one video clip was also
being played in Windows Live photo gallery (yes it can play Video as well
apart from Images)
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Assign Keyboard Shortcuts for Programs

Application can be assigned a shortcut key in Windows 7. The application
would launch when the combo of keys is pressed which you entered as the
Shortcut Key for that application.

To create Shortcut key for any application in Windows 7:
1. Right-click the program icon and select Properties.

2. Select the Shortcut tab

3. Click in Shortcut key textbox

4. Enter the keyboard shortcut for that program.

5. Press OK to exit.

6. Use the Keyboard shortcut combo to launch the application.

| Calculator Pmﬂ
s Y

 Secuty [ Detals | PreviousVemons |
| General | Shortcut L Compatibilty |

Calculator

Target type: Application
Target location: system32

Target: Zwindir%\system32\calc.exe

Start in:

Shortcut key: Cid + At +C l
Run: l Normal window v ]
Comment: Performs basic arithmetic tasks with an on-screen
Open File Location ] [ Change Icon... ] [ Advanced... ]
i

Like the way i have used a combo of keysCtrl+Alt+C to launch calculator
application other applications can also be launched using Shortcut keys.
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Check Windows Version

Windows Version tells the exact Build of OSand service Pack you are using.
You can simply check it by using Winver Command. Open Run Dialog box

by usingWintR and tWinverd 0t here without quotes.
Windows which has OS details such as Windows detalils.

Alternatively you can also use the Command prompt to find the

i nfor mat iWinver6 Tymec@mmand prompt. |t wou

iIn command prompt.

=

About Windows - LLJE
(o]
| £7Windows7 uts |
4 £ WINAOWS' / Ultimate ]
ici
ici
Microsoft Windows A
Version 6.1 (Build 7100) i
Copyright © 2009 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. ici
The Windows 7 Ultimate operating system and its user interface are E
protected by trademark and other pending or existing intellectual property
rights in the United States and other countries. ici
iCi
Evaluation copy. Expires 3/2/2010 5:29 AM ici
A This product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License fc'
Terms to: iCi
Vasu Jain ici
B :
ici
ol ici
o9 .
ici
g rrveTon — “
. . (== WINSPOOL 4/22/2009 7:10 AM  Applici
= Multimedia (E:) = = : =
; &7 winver 4/22/2009 10:49 AM  Applici
a Recovered Drive (F:) e X 2 T
=Y wisptis 4/22/200910:49 AM  Applici
ca V) Store (G:) z . <
%5 wksprt 4/22/20099:30 AM  Applici

P.S. Dond6t go by Screenshot details of
Ultimate RTM @ my desktop and would be using the same once i fix up
some issues with my Dell Studio.
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Copy Command Prompt Output

Windows 7 command prompt can be used with a clip utility that can used

to copy the contents of the command prompt output into clipboard. It is
very much similar like the way tee command works in UNIX. Tee command

pipelines the output of a command in UNIX to another file. In Windows 7

we can Clp@ wtiel 6ty t o copy the text of
clip next to any command copy the output.

( C:\Windows\system32\cmd.exe . “ ' : m‘ﬁ‘h
Microsoft Windows [Uersion 6.1.71081 . & n
Copyright (c> 28089 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

C:\Users\VUasu Jain>dir | clip
-
C:\Users\Uasu Jain>dir | clip _‘I
C:\Users\Uasu Jain>_ [—
‘ 3
Directory of C:\Users\Vasu Jain
10/08/2009 10:05 AM <DIR>
10/08/2009 10:05 AM <DIR>
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Contacts
10/12/2009 12:43 PM <DIR> Desktop
1/ 10/07/2009 06:27 PM <DIR> Documents
10/12/2009 02:14 PM <DIR> Downloads
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Favorites
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Links
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Music
10/07/2009 11:46 PM <DIR> Pictures
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Saved Games =
10/09/2009 01:29 AM <DIR> Searches
10/07/2009 12:50 PM <DIR> Videos
0 File(s) 0 bytes
13 Dir(s) 28,104,605,696 bytes free
SyntaxforCl i ppi ng t he Commae@anmand|clippt . ofwtup ut

need to type the command followed by Clip in the Command prompt.
e.g. > f:\dir | clip will copy the output of the command in clipboard;

t hough it wondt be

to notepad or WordPad.
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Create new instance of an Application in Windows 7 Super
Taskbar

In windows 7 Taskbar instance of an application can easily be created by
using Win + Number Key. Here number key signifies the position of the
Application in the Taskbar.

If you press Windows + 1, it will create a new instance of the first icon in
the task bar. In the taskbar Shown here it will open an instance of Internet
Explorer while Win+5 open Windows media Player, Win+7 to Windows Live
writer and so on.

Use Win+1 Use Win+3 Use Win+6
to Launch to Launch to launch
this App. this App. this App.

Now thatods when I wi sh there must be Do
Keyboard.
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Customize the Windows 7 log -on screen

Windows 7 makes it easy changing the Windows log-on screen.

1. Go to start, and click on Run,type Regedit & press enter there.

2. Navigate to :

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINESoftware \Microsoft \Windows \CurrentVe
rsion\ Authentication \ LogonUI\Background

Double-click the OEMBackground DWORD key

4. Set value of the key to 1.

w

GameUX |=
Group Policy
. Hints » o— <
HomeGroup Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value %
, HotStart
IME Value name:
5. L) Installer OEMBackground
Internet Settings
. MCT
Media Center -
5. 1 MMDevices © Decimal
>~ . MeduleUsage
..... . MSSHA 0K ] [ Cancel
; NetCache

TP m \ /

— I1

Value data: Base
1 @ Hexadecimal

Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Authentication\LogonUI\Background

5. Select a backgroundimage for Logon Screen with size less than
256KB in size (Use of Image Resize software like VSO Resizer can
help)

6. Copy that image into the
C\Windows \system32\oobe \info \ backgrounds folder

7. Rename the image to backgroundDefault.jpg

8. Reboot, and now your logon Image would have changed.
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Here is my logon screen:
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Customize UAC in Windows 7

Windows 7 User Account Control displays less warning than UAC in Vista,
and lets you customize UAC according to your need and preference
between security and a less annoying desktop experience. UAC prompts in
Windows 7 are not as much as in Vista as very few programs require
elevation, and Administrator can adjust these UAC prompts.

X ~ L “N—— -

@leﬂt » Control Panel » All Control Panelltems » User Accounts

Control Panel Home
Make changes to your user account

Manage your credentials .
Change your password —

Create a password reset disk y i
2 Remove your password ‘ s Vasg _Jam
Link online IDs . Administrator
Change your picture { Password protected

Manage your file encryption
certifi?.atis P # Change your account name

) C % .
Configure advanced user @ Change your account type
profile properties

Chgnge DIEEonment ® Manage another account
variables ;.

&

Change User Account Control settings

Go to Start > Control Panel > User Accounts > Change User Account
Control Settings
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Choose when to be notified about changes to your computer

User Account Control helps prevent potentially harmful programs from making changes to your computer.
Tell me more about User Account Control settings

Always notify
| = s Default - Notify me only when programs try to make
l changes to my computer
1
| ® Don't notify me when I make changes to Windows
=-E=)- settings
(@r Recommended if you use familiar programs and visit
- - familiar websites.
Never notify

[ & oK J[ Cancel

Here you can select when to notify or bring the UAC prompt. There are 4
levels of security which includes:

1 Always Notify

1 Notify me only when programs try to make changes to my computer

1 Notify me only when programs tr y to make changes to my computer
(do not dim my desktop)

1 Never Notify

Select them according to your balance between security and desktop
experience and adjust the level of UAC prompt. Any change to the level of
the UAC will prompt for confirmation.
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Customize Windows 7 Power Button Action

The 0Shut Downdé button in Windows 7 <c
you use shut down action very rarely, but you more often restart it or put it on
hibernate.

-

e Games
pa s Getting Started »
IJ’ J

% Remote Desktop Connection
Q/ Magnifier

% CuteFTP 8 Professional

Computer

Control Panel
Devices and Printers

Default Programs
‘IA Solitaire

Help and Support

»  AllPrograms

I |Search programs and files p el ‘ ‘ dowr | D ]

Bl - o0 Y ek

To change the action of shutdown button, Right click the Start Button, go to
Properties and choose the O6Power Boot

the given options. It will give you a drop down list amongst following option to
select from.

Switch user
Log off
Lock
Restart
Sleep
Hibernate
Shutdown

= =4 4 A4 4 A
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StartMenu | Toolbars

To customize how links, icons, and menus look and Customize. ..
I behave in the Start menu, dick Customize.

Power button action:  {Shutdown )

Switch user
Privacy Log off
Lock
Store and display rRestart Start menu
- " Sleep
Store and display MHibernate t menu and the

taskbar

How do I change the way the Start menu looks?

Lok J[ concel || ony

. — ——

w wiagnitier
[

| <+)  CuteFTP 8 Professional

Devices and Printers

Default Programs

) | Solitaire
< Help and Support

»  AllPrograms

Search programs and files
prog ]

Now the button at Start Menu would change and perform the action as selected.
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Desktop wallpaper Slideshow: Shuffle Desktop background

Windows 7 has a new feature which can display all wallpapers ina desktop
Slideshow. Earlier there were few software that can display a slideshow of all your
Wallpapers (Webshots being one of the most popular). To setup a desktop

slideshow:

1 Right-click at the desktop
1 Select Personalize > Desktop Background

' leq » Control Panel » All Control Panelltems » Personalization

Desktop Background

Windows Live Photo Gallery Wallpaper

Here you can browse the Picture location to select a folder to choose images for
desktop slideshow.

Choose your desktop background

Click a picture to make it your desktop background, or select more than one picture to create a slide show.

Picture location: [Windows Live Photo Gallery v][ Browse... ]

4 C\Users\Vasu Jain\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Windows Live Photo Gallery (1)
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1 Select and click as many images from the folder you want for desktop
slideshow.

1 Duration of slideshow can be chosen (anything from daily to once every 10
seconds), also order of appearance can be selected as sequential or shuffle.

Picture location: [BoIIyMovies VH Browse... ]

4 G\My Images\Bolly Movies (58)

@ &

-

Dirtiira nacitinn: Thanac nirkira aicans

Click Save Changes and enjoy the Slideshow.
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Disable Wallpaper Change in Windows 7

Desktop wallpaper can be restricted and can be set against anychange for
wallpaper. Often Administrators in an organization feels their need to put
their Organization wallpaper on their computer which is fixed and cannot

be changed by any other user on that computer. This can be done easily
using a Group policy editor setting. Although the same can be done with
Registry, Third party Software. This setting lets you specify the wallpaper on
user® desktops and prevents users from changing the image or its
presentation.

_ tocal Group Policy taitor T e v

File | Action View Help

e’ 2@ =2 EHE| Y
=] Local Computer Policy Setting State Comment
1’:‘ Eomgutefr' Conf!guratnon |iz| Enable Active Desktop Not configured No
= :se; f::v |gu;a:|t?n |iz| Disable Active Desktop Not configured No
s o. sisiy l_ngs |iz] Prohibit changes Not configured No
| Windows Settings 2 Daciton Wail Enibied 3
4 [ | Administrative Templates =] es .OP 2 Apaper Lo Ae g
iz| Prohibit adding items Not configured Neo
| Control Panel ==
4 (7] Desktop iiz| Prohibit closing items Not configured No
7 Active Directory |iz| Prohibit deleting items Not configured No
| Desktop \iz] Prohibit editing items Not configured Neo
‘| Network |iz| Disable all items Not configured No
| Shared Folders |iz] Add/Delete items Not configured No
| Start Menu and Taskbar |iz| Allow only bitmapped wallpaper Not configured No

1 Open Run Dialogue Box (Win + R) and typegpedit .msc

1 Navigate to Local Computer policy > User Configuration >
Administrative Templates > Desktop in left hand side pane.

1 SelectDesktop Wallpaper setting from right side pane.
Open it and enable it.
To use this setting, type the fully qualified path and name of the file
that stores the wallpaper image. You can type a local path, such as
CA\Windows\web\wallpaper\home.jpg. Also this setting specifies that
the wallpaper image be centered, tiled, or stretched.

1 Press OK
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A DeskiopWalpaper .

[5] Desktop Wallpaper

‘ Previous Setting l l Next Setting ’

(@) Not Configured Comment:

@ Enabled
() Disabled

Supported on: At east Windows 2000

Opticns:

Wallpaper Name: C\l]sgrs\Publlc\PlctuTes\S;;{e Picture
Example: Using a local path:  C\windows\web\wallpaper\heme,jpg

Example: Using a UNC path:  \\Server\Share\Corp.jpg
Wallpaper Style: | Center ¥

Note: This setting does not apply to remote desktop server sessions. Also
Log off or restart is required to make the changes affect.

21| Page



Windows 7: Ti ps & Tricks
Display a Message at Start Up

At the time of Windows boot up a popup message can be added which
contains any message you wsh to display. In many organizations there a
display of a message to display instructions or policies of Organization etc.
in Windows, whenever you boot it.

Here is how you can do it too:

1 Open Registry Editor (Go to Start Run typeRegedit & press enter)

1 Navigate to :
HKEY LOCAL_MACHINESOFTWAREMicrosoft \Windows \ Current
Version\Policies\ System

1 In the Right Side pane select & open LegalNoticeCaption and enter
a value that you want to see in the Menu Bar.

1 Nextto it open LegalNoticeText and insert the message you want to
display each time Windows boots.

1 Close Registry & Restart for changes to take effect.
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Setting up Menu bar text using LegalNoticeCaption key:

@ Registry Editor

File Edit View Favorites Help
» - 4. Diagnostics Name Type Data
P gl DIFx ab| (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
-l -DiFxApp 4| ConsentPrompt... REG_DWORD 0x00000005 (5)
>~ g‘fx e %4 ConsentPrompt... REG_DWORD 0x00000003 (3)
L : E\:::trc::: d'c:‘rg #3]dontdisplaylastu... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
| B Coestbasmasding #%|EnablelnstallerD... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
> Explorer 2| EnableLUA REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
> B #é|EnableSecureUL..  REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
5 GameUX 8| EnableUADeskt... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
5}, Group Policy 23| EnableVirtualizat... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
|| Hints 24| FilterAdministra... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
b .. HomeGroup @_’Jlegalnoticecapti... REG_SZ
..} HotStart b legalnoticetext ~ REG_SZ
b IME 24| PromptOnSecur... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
b i Installer 24| scforceoption REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
» - 1. Internet Settings %) shutdownwitho... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
by MCT %] undockwithoutl... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
b~y Media Center %4 ValidateAdminC... REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
- o MMDevices
b .. ModuleUsage
.|, MSSHA ——— Y
£> i : NetCache Edit String u
1 OEMInformation Value name:
il pose legalnoticecaption
i 1) OptimallLayout
i~ |, Parental Controls Value data:
- 1 Personalization WindowsVJ|

- 1, PhotoPropertyHandler
- 1) PnPSysprep

|, Policies

. Attachments
- 1, Explorer

i 1) NonEnum
bl | System

L PreviewHandlers

m

Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFI'WARE\Microsoft\Wind6Ws\CurrentVersion\Po|icies\System
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Setting up Message to Display after computer Boots up using

LegalNoticeText key:

Windows 7: Ti ps & Tricks

- 1. MMDevices

@ Registry Editor ——
File Edit View Favorites Help

>~ 1. Diagnostics “ || Name Type Data

b-igi DIFx ab) (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
" l[))g:;App 4| ConsentPrompt... REG_DWORD 0x00000005 (5)
; : 9 i J°J'§] ConsentPrompt... REG_DWORD 000000003 (3)
R ; AR | dontdisplaylastu... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
i B Ereittondnding #%|EnablelnstallerD... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
- Bplores 24| EnableL UA REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
5P Be #é|EnableSecureUl.. REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
50 GameUX #%|EnableUlADeskt... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
5}, Group Policy #|EnableVirtualizat... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
.|| Hints 24 FilterAdministra... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
b .. HomeGroup iﬁ]legalnoticecapti... REG_SZ

..} HotStart @B)legalnoticetext  REG_SZ

b IME 24| PromptOnSecur... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
b+ 1y Installer ‘-’-lo'j scforceoption REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
b~ 1J Internet Settings 4] shutdownwitho... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
by MCT $4 undockwithoutl... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
b L. Media Center 24 ValidateAdminC... REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)

!
3

., ModuleUsage

1 MSSHA

. NetCache

, OEMInformation
, OCBE

|, OptimalLayout

- |, Parental Controls

|, Personalization

- .. PhotoPropertyHandler
- L) PnPSysprep
- L, Policies

-4 Explorer
iw 1) NonEnum
B - L. System

PreviewHandlers

m

Edit String

=

Value name:

legalnoticetext

Value data:
Welcome to My PC .|

Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Policies\System

This trick works with Windows 7 and earlier Versions of Windows as well.
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Display Multiple Clocks in System Tray

Many users need to keep track of ti me i
feature in Windows 7 to help users keep track of time in Multiple Time

zones. The feature is multiple clocks in your system tray. This feature can

display up to 3 clocks in your taskbar from 3 different Time Zones.

Friday, November 27, 2009

US Canada Australia

4 November, 2009 b
! Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
‘ 1 2 3 4 5 6 17

8§ 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

2 23 4 25 26773128 ~
| 230 1 23 45 11:49:27 AM 10:19 PM 2:19 PM

Friday Thursday Friday

Change date and time settings...

Click on the Clock in System tray

Next, click on the &Gehtan ggbatbanddmeorpde nt i n
Window.
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Click on the tab for Additional Clocks.

7 Date and Time }‘Si_

Date and Time | Additional Clocks | Internet Time

Additional clocks can display the time in other time zones. You can view
them by clicking on or hovering over the taskbar clock.

Show this clock

Select time zone:

I(UTC-OS:OO) Pacific Time (US & Canada) v

Enter display name:
US Canada

Show this clock

Select time zone:

(UTC+08:00) Perth v

Enter display name:

Australia

| ok || cancel || Apply

—

A

Here you can add up to two additional clocks .Enter time Zone and Clock
Display name.

Check the 6Show this clockd box to enapb

Click OK.
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Friday, November 27, 2009

Local time Fri 2:36 AM
US Canada Thu 1:06 PM
Australia Fri 5:06 AM

2:36 AM

11/27/2009

Hover over the clock and it would show you Time in text for all 3 Time
Zones (including the one your Local one).
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Dock Windows to Left Right Up down

Windows 7 comes with an interesting feature through which managing all

the open Windows becomes easy. Document and program management is
simplified by allowing adockingé6 a wi ndow issizewithangi ng
simple key combo or a mouse click.

To dock half size window on Left Side of Screen:

Mouse Action: Drag the Window to left

Keyboard Action: PressWin + Left Arrow

To dock half size window on Right Side of Screen:

Mouse Action: Drag the Window to Right

Keyboard Action: PressWin + Right Arrow
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———

Libranes

To maximize window on Screen:

Mouse Action: Drag the Window to top

Keyboard Action: PressWin + Up Arrow



http://windowsvj.com/wpblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/dock3.jpg
http://windowsvj.com/wpblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/dock1.jpg
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To minimize window on Screen:

Keyboard Action: PresswWin + Down Arrow

T WEEIC

The key combo above would first Restore down the window then Minimize
it.

30| Page


http://windowsvj.com/wpblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/dock5.jpg

Windows 7: Ti ps & Tricks
Encrypt USB drive using BitLocker

Since Windows Vista, Windows comes bundled with a security feature
BitLocker , a hard drive encryption scheme designed to protect sensitive
data from being accessed on lost or stolen computers mainly laptops. To
protect important data stored on USB drives, Windows 7 features the
encryptions scheme called BitLocker To Go . It allows USB drive encryption
and restricts access to it with a password.

During the encryption process, Windows 7 installs a special reader on the
USB drive. When you connect the USB drive to a compuér running XP or
Vista, the BitLocker To Go Reader takes control, prompts for the password,
and then basically makes the USB drive a readonly device.

To set up password on a USB drive:

Insert a USB drive, and go toControl Panel > BitLocker Drive Encrypt ion

@z '\')' % » Control Panel » All Control Panel tems » BitLocker Drive Encryption

Control Panel Home

Help protect your files and folders by encrypting your drives

BitLocker Drive Encryption helps prevent unauthorized access to any files stored on the drives shown below.
You are able to use the computer normally, but unauthorized users cannot read or use your files.

What should I know about BitLocker Drive Encryption before I turn it on?

BitLocker Drive Encryption - Hard Disk Drives

Windows 7 RC (C:) ‘“p‘ Turn On BitLocker

 Off
Multimedia (E:) @ Tum On BitLocker

5 Off
Recovered Drive (F) ® Turn On BitLocker

L::" Off
VJ Store (G:) “y‘ Turn On BitLocker

C:w Off

BitLocker Drive Encryption - BitLocker To Go
L: Turn On BitLocker

- Off
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Here BitLocker To Go can be enabled for USB drive.

As soon as you do,BitLocker To Go will begin initializing your USB drive.
During the process you dond6ét have to
on the drive.

.
%e » Control Panel » All Control Panel tems » BitLocker Drive Encryption

GantiolFanci Hope Help protect your files and folders by encrypting your drives

BitLocker Drive Encryption helps prevent unauthorized access to any files stored on the drives shown below.

You are able to use the con - = 5 Z B
What should I know about] - &
Q f&' BitLocker Drive Encryption (L:)
BitLocker Drive Encryption
Windows 7 RC ({ Starting BitLocker
> Off

Please wait while BitLocker initializes the drive.

Multimedia (E:) C
w Off /&, Do not remove your drive during BitLocker setup.

Recovered Drive||

7 o

V] Store (G:)

P of

BitLocker Drive Encryption
L

Cancel

See also
‘ﬂ:g‘ TPM Administration
# Disk Management

Read our privacy statement
online

After the initialization proces s is complete, BitLocker To Go will prompt for
a password which you can use to unlock the drive later. You can also use
your smartcard PIN to unlock the drive.
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Q % BitLocker Drive Encryption (L:)

Choose how you want to unlock this drive

[71Use a password to unlock the drive

Passwords should contain upper and lowercase letters, numbers, spaces, and symbols,
Type your password
Retype your password;

[ Use my smart card to unlock the drive
You will need to insert your smart card. The smart card PIN will be required when you unleck the drive.

How do | use these options?

Next to password setup, BitLocker To Go will prompt you to store a
recovery key that helps unlock your drive in case you forget your password
or lose your smart card.
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]

I How do you want to store your recovery key?

If you forget your password or lose your smartcard, you can use your recovery key to access your drive.

We recommended that you save your recovery key to a file and print it.

< Save the recovery key to a file

< Print the recovery key

' [ Net | ((uCancel )

Recovery Key can be saved in a file or can be printed as well.

Thereafter it would ask a confirmation for encryption process.
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Are you ready to encrypt this drive?

You will be able to unlock this drive using a password.
Encryption might take a while depending on the size of the drive.

Until encryption is complete your files will not be protected.

(__Start Encrypting ] [ Canc [ ¢

Youdl | be prompted to bengdyousavbthte encr ypt
recovery key.
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/1, Pause encryption before removing the drive or files on
the drive could be damaged.

During the encryption
which tells the percentage of drive encrypted. The amount of time that it
will take to complete the process will depend on how large the drive is.

process,

youol |

While the encryption process is going on, status of Drive can be seen as

Encrypting in control Panel

BitLocker Drive Encryption - Hard Disk Drives

35 Windows 7 RC (C:)
e Off

= Multimedia (E:)
S

= Recovered Drive (F:)
P Off

- V) Store (G:)

7 of

BitLocker Drive Encryption - BitLocker To Go

g L
Encrypting

& Tum On BitLocker

#® Turn On BitLocker

® Tum On BitLocker

# Turn On BitLocker

Turn Off BitLocker
Manage BitLocker
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When the encryption is complete, a prompt would display Encryption is
Complete .

‘\% Encryption of L: is complete.

Now the drive is encrypted and password prompt on plugging the USB
drive starts from next plug in.

@ “%! BitLocker Drive Encryption (L:

This drive is protected by BitLocker Drive Encryption

Type your password to unlock this drive

Show password characters as | type them

Automatically unlock on this computer from now on
| forgot my password

Why do | have to unlock the drive?

[ Unlock ] [ Cancel ]

[\

Encrypted USB drive would prompt to enter the password immediately after
it is inserted. The drive can be used only and only if Correct password is
entered.
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BitLocker To Go encrypted drive works in Windows XP/Vista as well i.e. it
would prompt password in XP/Vista as well even if drive is encrypted in
Windows 7.

okt

; é Removable Disk (L:)
Removable Disk (L:)

The USB drive has a closed lock as an icon till it is unlocked and thereafter
the icon changes to an open lock signifying drive is unlocked and ready for
use.
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Find out How Healthy Your Battery is on Your Laptop

Windows 7 has a feature through which we can find out exactly how much
battery you are actually getting from your Laptop battery, i.e. its efficiency,
maximum charge potential.

| t 6 s -kaowmwfact that as the age of lithium battery increases its

charging capacity decreases and it wondod
itds new. We can find out exactly how n
now. We can use thepowercfg -energy to find out how health your

battery is.

1. Open elevated command prompt by typing " cmd™ in your start menu &
opening it with administrator privileges.

Programs (1) M
it d
&N cm Open
Documents (2) # Run as administrator
.. Find Out How | & Upload using CuteFTP Pro v
@ FKL-rep @ Scan with Microsoft Security Essentials...
S 8 Addto archive...
Files (320)
et 8 Addto "ecmd.rar"
B cmd 8 Compress and email...
ms DOScmds | 8 Compress to "cmd.rar” and email
El cmdI32 Pin to Taskbar

2. Typeo p o we e gr oty the command prompt & press Enter.

3. The command enabks tracing for 60 seconds & would collect all the data
after observing the system behavior.

4. After analysis it would generate a report.
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C:\>powercfg —energy

Enabling tracing for 608 seconds...
Observing system behavior...
Analyzing trace data...

Analysis complete.

Energy efficiency problems were found.
1 Errors

2 Warnings
15 Informational

See C:\energy—report.html for more details.

5. The energy report is generated in HTML format in the directory shown in
the command prompt.

Cmd Prompt Address \energy -report.html by default.

6. In the HTML file, scroll to the end till you get information like this:

Battery:Battery Information
Battery ID 1132SANYODell
Manufacturer SANYO
Serial Number 1132
Chemistry LION
Long Term 1
Design Capacity 5200

Last Full Charge 3565

This shows the battery ID, Manufacturer name, Chemistry, Design capacity
and most importantly the last full charge .

So as above screenshot my DellStudio 15 battery has design capacity of
5200 and now i1itds giving max full charg
to around 70% it has degraded around 30% in 6 months.
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Find Windows 7 Keys for all Versions

So you missed your activation CD Key for windows 7 and still clueless about
that. You can find it easily without registering for the Windows 7 DVD again
and searching over the net.

In fact you can find the cd key of this version as well as fewother versions
of the Windows 7 .Here is how to get through it -

1. Extract the Windows 7 | SO. | t 0s
and you would be requiring external software like CDExtractor or ISoBuster
to do the work.

2 . Il n the DVD root folder tthere is
3. Find a configuration file product.ini

4. Open this file

5.Scroll till the end and you can find number of various keys for versions
like Ultimate, Professional, ar t er and many mor eé

» Recovered Drive (F:) » Win7 » sources »
e —

%" " productiini - Notepad

J Print Burn New folder File Edit Format View Help
- r:-]';n::oemprox.uu [WJ

& wepa skuid=PRODUCT_STARTER ,PRODUCT_HOME_BASIC,PROI
S RODUCT PROFESSIONAL,PRODUCT ENTERPRISE,PRODU
A wdscore.dll _STARTER_N,PRODUCT_HOME_BASIC N,PRODUCT_PROFE
8 OME_PREMIUM_N,PRODUCT_ENTERPRISE_N,PRODUCT_UI
(] wdstptc.dll ARTER_E,PRODUCT_HOME _BASIC E,PRODUCT_PROFESSI(
S E_PREMIUM_E,PRODUCT_ENTERPRISE_E,PRODUCT_ULTIM
(%) win32ui.dll
%] winsetup.dll A

I3 1% wmicmiplugin.dll [WJ
%] wmiutils.dll NONLSPOCE= U I SCMLIMAS = MLy O50f E - Com: unattend,
% );?::itger::nd clibmp U”VWRMKW S=+P‘M
Deacg USEWSOSKEYS=true

install_Windows 7 HOMEBASIC.cl . .
e 9 ClientServerSplit=true

|| install_Windows 7 HOMEPREMIUM.clg
|| install_Windows 7 PROFESSIONAL.cly | | AnsuerFileFormat=1

|| install_Windows 7 STARTER.clg HMBWN=M
install_Windows 7 ULTIMATE.clg

i | compliance.ini T ZUUTZ U PV CUTTIgUTaTOTT ST ™~
20091:01 PM  Configuration sett... 1KB
) 2:56 PM Configuration sett... 1KB

4 | cversion.ini 10/30/

% | lang.ini 7/14/
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Find your Computer Uptime

A trick for all geeks who would like to know how long sincethey hav en ot
shut down their computer.

1. Go to Task Manager Ctrl+Shift+Esc brings without UAC popup)

2. Go to performance tab.

3. In the system Information you can check out the uptime in the format
Day : Hour : Minute : Second

"% Windows Task Manager el | 28

File Options View Help
| Applications | Processes | Services | Performance | Networking | Users |

CPU Usage CPU Usage History

Memory Physical Memory Usage History

Physical Memory (MB) System

Total 3030 Handles 15553

Cached 1543 Threads 532

Available 2057 Processes 46

Free 539 Up Time 0:06:33:11
Commit (MB) 1226 /6059

Kernel Memory (MB)

Paged 100

Nonpaged 57 l ¥ Resource Monitor... J

Processes: 46 CPU Usage: 30% Physical Memory: 32%

You can track your computer uptime easily now.
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Font Issues: Make easier to Read Screen Text

A lot of Windows 7 users are facing problems in the display provided in OS,
it includes fuzzy Fonts in Windows 7 that makes the text unreadable most
of the time.

However it can be adjusted accordi
Control Panel.

Steps to adjust Font/Graphics in Windows 7:
1. Navigate to Control Panel > All Control Panel Items > Display

2. Select the option on Left hand side pane Adjust Clear Type Text
e T TEORSTW WS

@vv'g » Control Panel » All Control Panel ltems » Display

Control Panel Home . . .
Make it easier to read what's on your screen

You can change the size of text and other items on your screen by choosing one of these options. To

Adjust resolution 3 : e
temporarily enlarge just part of the screen, use the Magnifier tool.

@ Calibrate color

Change display settings

> @ Smaller - 100% (default) Preview
Connect to a projector
Adjust ClearType text
Set custom text size (DP]) © Medium - 125%

3. It will open ClearType text tuner which would help to improve the
readability of text on LCDO0s.
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Make the text on your screen easier to read

Turn on ClearType

ClearType is a software technology developed by Microsoft that improves the
readability of text on existing LCDs (Liquid Crystal Displays), such as laptop screens,
Pocket PC screens and flat panel monitors. With ClearType font technology, the words
on your computer screen look almost as sharp and clear as those printed on a piece of

paper.

4. After checking if your monitor is set to its native resolution it would
provide 4 screens where you have to select a sample of text amongst the

rest which you feels best.

Click the text sample that looks best to you (1 of 4)

The Quick Brown Fox Jumps Over
the Lazy Dog. Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing
elit. Mauris ornare odio vel risus.
Maecenas elit metus,
pellentesque quis, pretium.

The Quick Brown Fox Jumps Over
the Lazy Dog. Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing
elit. Mauris ornare odio vel risus.
Maecenas elit metus,
pellentesque guis, pretium.

5. Check finish to complete the procedure to improve readability of fonts
and to make their appearance sharper and clearer.
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Get Vista like taskbar in Windows 7

If you are new to windows 7 and not able to go along with it smoothly
then here is an option that you can follow to get the Taskbar icons as
the same we had in Vista.In Vista whenever we minimized an
application (folder, word etc.) it is accessed by a tab @ taskbar which
describes about process and hasan icon as well. But in Windows 7 this
thing has been replaced by an Icon so youc a rgét any text over
there.

To get back the similar feel in Windows 7 do the following:

Taskbar IStart Menu Toolbarsl

Taskbar appearance
[¥] Lock the taskbar

[ Auto-hide the taskbar

[T use small icons

Taskbar location on screen: [Bottom VJ

Taskbar buttons: [Nevercomblne ) v]
Always combine, hide labels

Notification area Combine when taskbar is full

Customize which icons and notificauons appear mme m

notification area.

Preview desktop with Aero Peek

Temporarily view the desktop when you move your mouse to the
Show desktop button at end of the taskbar.

(V] Use Aero Peek to preview the desktop

How do I customize the taskbar?

Navigate to taskbar & Right Click it.
Open taskbar properties.
Go to option taskbar Buttons.
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Here you have 3 options: hide labels,combine and never combine

Choose the third one.

It would restore the Taskbar buttons like they were used to be in Vista.

This ishow taskbar would look like now.
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How to Create Themes in Windows 7

In Windows 7 it is possible to personalize and customize windows 7 with
self-made custom themes. Windows 7 has several default themes and you
can create your own Windows 7 themes using the steps below. Also there
has been launch of Several Official Themes from Microsoft time to time.

A theme pack contains following things:

Desktop Wallpaper
Screensaver
Sounds
Slideshows

Color of the theme
Mouse Pointers
Desktop icons

= =4 4 4 A A -

And good thing about Windows 7 is you can customize all of these without
pain.

@@ (B, Control Panel » All Control Panelltems » Personalization

Control Panel Home

Change the visuals and sounds on your computer

Change desktop icons Click a theme to change the desktop background, window color,
Change mouse pointers My Themes (14) -
Change your account picture
' ‘ iNg ‘ ‘ (lra[ 7/
Unsaved Theme | AutumnPicnic AutumnRoad Bing's Best 55 Factory India
‘ ’ ) ‘
Refresh Everything  ThanksgivingHarvest Twinkle w;h V)_Diwali_Theme V)_Goa_themePack  VJ_MeraWindows_th...
& themes online
Aero Themes (7)
’ ’I.ﬁi ‘"‘ {‘i" EE ;i
Windows 7 Architectur Landscapes United States
Set Theme Backgrovnd: >
& Slide Show Set Theme Color here Theme sounds can be set here Serreen saver can be sethere for Theme
See also B ;
o A - 53
isplay |
Jecasanasian Vet Desktop Background Window Color Sounds
Ease of Access Center Windows Live Photo Gallery Wallpaper Custom Raga Windows 7 Signature Edition
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1. Right Click on your Desktop and Select Personalize from Context
Menu

2. Now click on desktop background to set background wallpaper of
Theme.

3. Click Browse to locate folder of wallpapers

4. Select check images/wallpapers forslideshow feature in your theme &
save changes.

5. SetWindows color to change color of windows, background, and cursor
for theme.

6. Click onsound to change system sound default
7. Click on Screen Saver to set screen saver for the Theme.

8. After setting all the components of the Theme Pack click on save theme
option in your personalization  window.

l‘ ‘ —

Windows 7 Architecture Characters Landscapes Nature Scenes
Set Theme Backgrovand

G oo Set Thewe Color here =
& Slide Show et Thewe Color here Thene sounds can be sef here

. .nJ’J)
‘ <
Desktop Background Window Color Sounds

Windows Live Photo Gallery Wallpaper Custom Raga

9. Enter theme name and selectthemepack as save type

10. Double Click on the theme pack to install it.
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How to disable restrict USB/Flash Drive in Windows 7

Recently one of my friend asked me how a USB drive can be disabled on a
particular computer. So Itds a pretty n

To disable the access to USB port, in windows XP, Vista and Windows 7:

1. Click Start, and then click Run.

2. Typeregedit , and then click OK. (Or simply open registry)

3. Navigate to the following registry key:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINEY STEMCurrentControlSet\ Serviced UsbStor

4. In the right pane, double-click Start.

5. In the Value data box, change its value to 4,which was 3 and then click
OK.

e - -_— T TE— W - T— h
ﬁ Registry Editor =RRSN X
File Edit View Favorites Help
SR usbehci = || Name Type Data
> “szh:b_ ab| (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
/ “sz _"t 4| BootFlags REG_DWORD 0:00000004 (4)
= usbprm ab| DisplayMame REG_SZ USB Mass Storage Driver
- || usbscan
USBSTOR ﬂ_"]DriverPackageId REG_SZ v_mscdsc.inf_x86_neutral_ef3a0c30c03f0225
| | usbuha %8| ErrorControl REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
I - 1 UxSms a_"]ImagePath REG_EXPAND_SZ systern32\DRIVERS! K]
! ol VaultSve 7] Start REG_D'WORD 0:00000003 (3]
[ vdrroot 1] Type REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1) '
b0l vds
s vga
» - | VgaSave
s - 1 vhdmp
'l e L viaagp
, ViaC7 e
i « . m o < [u m
Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHIME\SYSTEM\ CurrentControlSet\services\USBSTOR

To re-enable a disabled port:

1. Click Start, and then click Run.
2. Typeregedit , and then click OK. (Or simply open regstry)
3. Navigate to the following registry key:
HKEY LOCAL MACHIN&EYSTEMCurrentControlSet\Services UsbStor
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4. In the right pane, double -click Start.
5. In the Value data box, change its value to 3,which you changed to 4
to disable the USB drive and then click OK.
6. Quit Registry Editor.

Now whenever a user will attach a USB storage device which is already

I nstalled in system, Wi ndows will not
Computer. However, disabling USB ports totally also disables the abilityfor
Windows to use USB based keyboard, mouse, webcam, printer, scanner and

etc., which are common devices for a computer nowadays and essential

ones as well.
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How t o Remove OFol der Opeblem I n

There is an issue that whenever click any drive in windows is clicked it
opens it in new window and then each every single folder opens in new
window. In such cases following actions can be taken to solve the problem:

1. Reset the folder options view

Organize > Folder & search Options > General > Browse Folders > Select
0Open each folder in same windows©d

Folder Options %

General |View | Search

Browse folders
@ Open each folder in the same window

r
il

) Open each folder in its own window

2. Organize > Folder & search Options > View > uncheck Launch folder
windows in a new process .

Folder Options | o

General | View | Search |

Folder views

______ You can apply the view {such as Details or Icons) that
EEE| you are using for this folder to all folders of this type.

| ApplytoFolders | | Reset Folders

Advanced settings:

Hidden files and folders »

(*) Dont show hidden files, folders, or drives

@ Show hidden files, folders, and drives
[¥] Hide empty drives in the Computer folder U
["] Hide extensions for known file types ‘
(V] Hide protected operating system files (Recommended)
["] Launch folder windows in a separate process ‘
[™] Restore previous folder windows at logon ‘
[Z] Shaw drive letters
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3. Open Regi st r yegeitld tiomdialgyoxtand pii enter.
Navigatetothe key O HKEY CL A S S\bigectdRyQO i e.lAn the

right hand side pane there is a value namedo D e f adoulble-&lick on this
val ue & Set ndandoeOneceybuumeke this change, your folders

should instantly be back to normal. You must start explorer (Restart/Logoff)

for changes to take effect.

B Regiey avor L

File Edit View Favorites Help
bl Diagnostic.Resmon.C »
>~ 4, DirectDraw
5|, DirectDraw7
> - DirectDrawClipper
' ., Directory
- Background
~~~~~ ., Defaulticon
4|, shell
. b, AddToPlaylist)
j;-, - cmd |;|
>}y find
5. |l PlayWithVLC
. shellex

ab| (Default)

- -

Type Data
REG_SZ none

4. Get your Antivirus updated and thoroughly scan your computer as Virus
may create an Autorun.inf file in each folder which may cause this problem

as well.
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Install Vista and Windows 7 using bootable USB storage
device

Windows Vista and Windows 7 can be installed via a bootable USB drive as
well. And the installation would be much easier and faster than installation
via DVD. Windows Server 2008 & Windows Server 2008 R2 also can be
installed via USB drive except installation of Windows 7 & Windows Vista
Initially Windows Vista/7 DVD or installation source (setup backup files
stored on local hard disk) & a 4GB USB 2.0 Storage devicavould be
required. You can follow the steps to install Windows Vista/7 from USB
Drive.

1. Plug your USB storage device and runCMD and execute the following
commands one after another.

o Diskpart
Run Disk partition utility
o List disk
To get disk index thd is used to perform disk partitioning.
o Select disk 1
Selects disk to perform disk partitioning.
o Clean
FIl ush your existing al/l USB dri vedc
o Create partition primary
Creates a partition as primary partition.
o Format recommended
Format your USB drive with recommended parameters. (No need
to worry about file system format)
o Active
Set the partition as active to hold bootmgr.
o Exit
To quit Diskpart utility
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2. After executing the above commands simply copy all Windows Vista/7
files from DVD/Backup storage to USB storage device.

3. Change boot settings from BIOS and set it to boot with your USB drive,
you can install Windows Vista/7 via bootable USB storage device. That is it.

Note: For boot problems try Fixing your USB Storage drive with the
command I:\Boot\Bootsect.exe INT60 I: where I: is the drive letter of
USB storage device
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